

       RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th May 2024 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs., Cummings, Gordon, Newsham, Pickavance, Pryke, Taylor
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
There were no members of the public.
1477/24  To consider a new chairperson.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Gordon as Chairperson for another twelve months who then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

1478/24 To receive apologies

 Borough Cllr. Paul Hesketh
1479/24   To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 15th April   2024
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th April 2024 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
1480/24       To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1481/24     To consider voting on of a vice chairperson.

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr. Pryke as Vice Chairperson for twelve months.
1482/24 To consider voting in of the Parish Council committee. 

It was resolved by the Council to vote in councillors in various positions. (enclosed)
1483/24 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
No public
1484/24 To consider planning applications as below:

2024/0281/FUL  24, New Road, Rufford

Dormer loft conversion and additional veluxes to front elevation.
It was resolved by the council not to support this application- overlooking neighbour; does not fit in with the Parish Council Landscape Character Assessment Plan; exceeding over development.


Ongoing planning appeals.

NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
NONE

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

NONE
1485/24  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022757   K Newsham  salary and admin                                                   £751.78

022758  Paul Brookfield  park maintenance                                             £ 288.40

022759  CJ Pennington  grass cutting                                                        £240.00
DDM     Public works loan                                                                       £2,325.82

Income: 

1st payment   Precept grant
2024/25



    £20,938.00

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1486/24 Submission of annual return for the financial year ending 31st  March 2024 to the council’s internal auditor.
The council noted the information.
1487/24 Discuss village defibrillators
Rufford and Holmeswood have four defibs in the area . The batteries and pads are coming to their end of life expectancy.

It was resolved by the council to financially support the defibs.

1488/24  Changes / procedures to parish Council agenda

The clerk informed the council he will send out an email to all councillors for any motion/item they want placing on the agenda, reason being only motions/items on the agenda can be discussed and voted on.

It was resolved by the council to accept the changes.  
1489/24   Parish Council website

The clerk stated he will be placing a code of conduct on the website which all councillors will sign up to. Did the councillors want their photos on the website? The clerk also advised the councillors that in the future it would be advisable to have a gov.uk email which will give them recognised data protection. Councillor contacts to be displayed on the council website:

Cllr Cummings 07770923551    Cllr Gordon  01704823073   Cllr Newsham  07918927863   Cllr Pryke  01704823546   Cllr Pickavance  01704821938  Cllr Taylor  01704821346

It was resolved by the council to accept the code of conduct and the other items it noted for future reference.
1490/24 Flood Risk

Flooding on Holmeswood Road. Further information to be obtained. 
1491/24  Highways 
     West   -  Discuss speeding New Road/Holmeswood Road / A59 and HGVs 

Holmeswood Road – Mere Brow
NONE    
East - Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
NONE

1492/24 Public footpaths   

Footpath 16. Parish Council concerned about Fiddlers Farm – dogs on lead notice. Was this justified?
Cllr Pryke would contact LCC for further advice.

The council noted the information

1493/24  Village Halls

              Rufford
NONE

Holmeswood

NONE

1494/24 Recreation Grounds 

Cllr Pickavance was organising a charity tractor run 9th June 2024 and asked for permission to use the park area. The clerk asked for a copy of the organisers’ public liability cover.
It was resolved by the council to use the park area with responsibility.

A film company asked for permission to use the park to film on it Wednesday 22nd May 2024 between 1330 and 1630. Clerk had been given information on their public liability cover.

It was resolved by the council to give permission to use the park for filming on that day and time.
1495/24  Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
Cllr Taylor submitted a list of events for June/July 2024
Rufford Open Gardens 29th/30th June 2024

Church Proms  6th July 2024

Village Society Summer Fair  13th July 2024

Rufford Fun Day on cricket pitch  21st July 2024

1496/24  Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station

NONE

1497/24 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
Councillors to complete and sign code of conduct.
The council noted the information.

1498/24  To note police information
1499/24      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 17th June 2024. 
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 17th June 2024.
Chairperson closed the meeting at 8.40 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date

